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On Oct. 28, at a meeting of government human rights officials from Costa Rica, Honduras and
El Salvador in San Salvador, President Jose Napoleon Duarte said that his administration has
promoted greater respect for human rights within the military, although he admitted that civilians
still fear retribution for reporting rights abuses. He added that his government has been "totally
dedicated to converting our military officers into faithful supporters of the fundamental rights of
the Salvadoran people." According to Duarte, his government has lacked the technical ability to
investigate thoroughly the activities of death squads and abuses of authority by security forces.
He described El Salvador as a country where "the people have kept quiet out of fear, where
they are afraid they will be killed if they create problems." Next, the president asserted that his
administration's rights record was especially notable because the government continues to be
enmeshed in a nine-year civil war. "We have made great advances in the promotion, the protection
and the state of human rights despite the limitations our challengers impose upon us day after
day and the merciless attack of subversive forces and international terrorism," he said. Earlier in
the week, the London-based Amnesty International human rights organization said hundreds
of suspected government opponents were slain in the past two years by death squads. Death
squad members usually include members of police or military units. Meanwhile, the Salvadoran
government has failed to prosecute anyone for suspected death squad activity. In September, a
federal judge issued arrest warrants for four soldiers following the killings of 10 peasants. Thus far,
no arrests have been made. (Basic data from AP, 10/29/88)
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